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but takes blame to himself for not having more clearly proposed
a Viscountcy for Mr. Lowe. For undoubtedly the facts that in
1880 he enters his seventieth year, and that he is childless, whilst
they reduce in a certain degree the magnitude of the question, do
not at all constitute substantive reasons for such a measure.
In the first place, Mr. Lowe's mind, like his career, is peculiar,
and has flaws which, occasionally becoming conspicuous for a
moment, seem to bely its great powers and merits. He on one
occasion fell into a strange tgarement (Your Majesty will forgive
the word, it is the most accurate) of language,1 which however he
subsequently redeemed by an apology of the largest description.
Mr. Lowe is the oldest servant of the Crown in the House of
Commons (after Mr. Gladstone), but this point is not of primary
weight. . . .
. . . Mr. Lowe has a happiness not accorded to many, for his
name holds the first place in the authorship and establishment of
two great administrative measures, which form part of the re-
markable series of Your Majesty's reign ;
1.  The organization of the scheme of National Education on
the basis of results.8
2.  The substitution of merit, ascertained by examination and
competition, for patronage in admission to the Civil
Service of the Crown.
With regard to the highest point of eminence attained in the
House of Commons, Mr. Gladstone humbly submits that in the
year 1866 there was no person in the House of Commons who stood
on the same level as Mr. Lowe, with the single exception of Lord
Beaconsfield: and though he will not say that Mr. Lowe main-
tained that level throughout, he doubts if any of the distinguished
persons, to whom reference has been made as preferred by Your
Majesty, at any time quite reached it.
Mr. Lowe is not, in Mr. Gladstone's opinion, a violently am-
bitious man, and he might perhaps have received Mr. Gladstone's
proposal to submit his name with pleasure or content had it been
for a Barony only; but Your Majesty would be the last person to
-desire that moderation in wishes should stint the fulness of
reward. Reviewing in his mind the Parliamentary Baronies of late
years, granted for civil service, Mr. Gladstone remembers none,
1 In a debate on the Royal Titles Bill
* Education Act, 1870.